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What is Ministry?- 
Last weekend we had as part of our Sunday Masses a Commissioning Liturgy. This was not only 
meant to heighten our awareness of our call to be Stewards in our lives, but to also recognise 
the many people who do something in our parish and the surrounding community. It was 
wonderful to see so many people who support and nurture the life of this parish. However, I 
was also struck by the large number of people who I know to be active members of our parish, 
participating in some form of ministry, who did not stand up to be recognised, thanked and 
blessed.  By no means is this a criticism or disparaging word of those people. Primarily, it is an 
observation of their perceived humility or uncomfortableness with being publicly acknowledged 
in this way.  Though, upon conversation with some of the people who I saw not stand up, a 
general response to ‘why not?’ was that they did not see themselves and what they do as 
ministerial.  I beg to differ! 
One of the great challenges of the Second Vatican Council was to show everyday Catholics that 
no longer is the priest; up the front with his back to the people performing sacred and 
untouchable rituals; the only one who served God in ‘active ministry’.  By virtue of their 
baptism, each Christian shares in the mission of Jesus and the ministry of the church.  Ad 
Gentes, the Vatican Council document on Missionary Activity states: “All Christians by the 
example of their lives and the witness of their word, wherever they live, have an obligation to 
manifest the new person which they put on in baptism, and to reveal the power of the Holy 
Spirit by whom they were strengthened at Confirmation. So that others, seeing their good 
works, might glorify the Father and more perfectly perceive the true meaning of human life 
and the universal solidarity of humankind.” (#11)  
Through baptism we share in the common priesthood of Christ conferred on us. This common 
priesthood of all the faithful works hand in hand with the ministerial or hierarchical priesthood 
shared in by priests and bishops. “The baptised, by regeneration and the anointing of the Holy 
Spirit, are consecrated to be a spiritual house and a holy priesthood, that through all the works 
of Christian men and women they may offer spiritual sacrifices and proclaim” the good news. 
(Lumen Gentium #10) So whether we contribute to this parish and the wider community by 
large or small deeds of service, we do so as ministers of God’s grace. Each of us, no matter how 
insignificant we think what we do is, if it is founded in love and faith as our desire to follow 
Christ, then it is united to the grand mission of Jesus and his Church. You are his ministers!  
                                                                                                                                        Fr. Jason Middleton 
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ARCHBISHOP’S CENTACARE APPEAL 
Centacare’s Pastoral Ministries need everyone’s help. The 
Archbishop’s Centacare Appeal to provide resources for 
Centacare’s Pastoral Ministries to administer aid to those effected 
and marginalized in our community by physical illness (Hospital 
Chaplaincy), psychiatric illness (Catholic Psychiatric Pastoral Care), 
loneliness and isolation of seafarers (Apostleship of the Sea), 
imprisonment (Prison Ministry and Prison Chaplaincy), racism 
(Murri Ministry) and HIV/AIDS (Shiloh). Centacare’s Catholic Family 
and Community Services programs also assist children and adults 
suffering from a range of problems stemming from emotional and 
financial issues. 
Please give generously to today’s appeal and help Centacare 
continue to meet the ever increasing demand for their services 
Donations are tax deductible — ABN 35 020 644 975 

STEWARDSHIP 

Thursday Craft Group: Time and Talent 
Do you have craft skills? Can you Knit? Can you Crochet, Or Sew? 
The Craft group invites you to join them each Thursday morning 
form 9.30am to 12.00 noon in the Mary Immaculate meeting 
room. If you can’t knit or crochet or sew and would like to learn, 
come along and someone will teach you. This group began many 
years ago with Mary Porteous sharing her knitting skills with 
others who wanted to learn. The current group of eight women 
work at individual pieces (creations) or support community 
projects. They enjoy the companionship and share their skills with 
one another. The group also supports a Rotary overseas aid 
project to supply knitted singlets for new born babies in African 
countries. 
Over the years the group has assisted in making altar cloths and 
Baptismal stoles. The group would love to have you join them. 
If you would like to know more,  Phone Carmel 55940719 

NOTICE TO READERS 
Only Ten readers have ordered “Break Open the Word” We have 
more than ten readers in the Parish! If you want to order a copy, 
you will need to contact Sister Elisabeth by tomorrow Monday at 
the latest. The price is cheaper if we order in bulk, and we will only 
order the number required. Final order has to be placed by  
Monday, November 16, 2009. 
 

PARISH CHRISTMAS BAR-B-QUE AND CAROLS 
Have you marked your diary yet? FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11. 
        Guardian Angels School.   5.00 pm to 8.00pm 
One of the best, if not the best social events of the Parish year. 
A special invitation to all newcomers to our Parish to join us 
If you require transport, please leave your name and phone 
number at the Parish Office. 55102222. 
Or email your request  to info@scp.org.au 

WHY SUNDAY MASS? 

Why do I have to go to Mass on Sunday? For generations 
children have asked this question. Today many adults ask it too. 
Its an old question, Mass remains the same, Sundays have 
changed. In 1954, 80 percent of Catholics attended Sunday Mass. 
They included most young people. Now fewer than 20percent 
do, and numbers are still declining. In many congregations there 
are few young people. Young Catholics who go to parish Mass 
stand out among their peers. The Australian Sunday has changed, 
it has become secularised. In 1954 very few people worked on 
Sunday. There were no football matches, no television, no films, 
few Sunday papers. Churches were one of the few places where 
people could meet on Sunday. Churches sponsored crèches, 
tennis clubs, organised dances and picnics. People went to 
church to pray, but also to meet people. Compare that with 
today. Many people work on Sunday. For others, Sunday is the 
only day they can sleep in and do the shopping. Going to church 
competes with football, movies, television, school activities, and 
family outings. In 1954, community was easier to find. People 
were joiners, they liked to do things with others, and join 
community groups. Now community groups struggle for 
members. This reflects a more individual society. People have 
more choice, and emphasise their individual right to choose for 
themselves. They still look for connection, but on their own 
terms and not in established groups. Today those who attend 
Sunday Mass stand out from the majority of Australians, 
including their fellow Catholics. They make a decision to go to 
Mass. 
What can the Southport Catholic Parish do?        Let us know. 

THIS WEEKS SAINTS 

Tuesday, November 17, St Elizabeth of Hungary (1207-1231) 
St Elizabeth was born in Hungary in 1207, the daughter of  
Alexander II, King of Hungary. As she grew in age, her piety 
increased by  leaps and bounds. In 1221, she married Louis of 
Thuringia and began to lead an austerely simple life and devoted 
herself to works of charity. Her husband encouraged her in her 
exemplary life. After his death, Elizabeth left the court, made 
arrangements for her three children, and in 1228 became a 
tertiary of St Francis. She built the Franciscan hospital at Marburg 
and devoted herself to the care of the sick until her death at the 
age of 24 in 1231. 
Saturday, November 21, Presentation of the Virgin Mary. 
Even though Mary’s presentation in the temple has no basis in 
history, the Feast stresses an important truth about Mary: From 
the beginning of her life, she was dedicated to God. God came to 
dwell in her in a marvellous manner and sanctified her for her 
unique role in God’s saving work. 
QUOTE: ‘Be good, keep your feet dry, your eyes open, your 
heart at peace and your soul in the joy of Christ.’ (Tom Merton) 

MINISTERS ROSTERS 
The new ministers rosters are ready for collection at all 
Churches. If you have given the parish office your email address 
your roster will be emailed to you. 

ALL YOUR OLD BRAS 
The Southport Catholic Parish collected 1093 old bras,  the total  
on the Gold Coast was 4300. We receive $1 for each bra to go to 
help Breast Cancer Research. The garments this year went to 
Papua New Guinea.       Save your old bras for next years appeal. 

BECOME A CATECHIST 
Are you retiring?   Working part time?   Need that extra  
challenge in your life? 
Put your spare time to good use.      BECOME A CATECHIST 
Contact Sister Carmel,  55102296. 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 

Put Christ back into Christmas: Cards with the true meaning of 
Christmas are now on sale at the Piety Stall.  Packs of 5 for $2.50 

SPECIAL REMBERANCE MASS 
On Thursday, November 26, 2009,   the   5.30pm Mass at 
 Mary Immaculate will be a MASS OF REMEMBRANCE. All are 
welcome to attend, especially those who have had someone 
dear to them die in the last twelve months. You are invited to 
bring a photo of your loved one/s, and a single flower to be 
placed in a special part of the Sanctuary area 



 

 

WHO’S IN THE PEWS 
Barry  Peachy, has a wide and almost unbelievable knowledge of 
the Southport Catholic Parish, having lived most of his life within 
a square kilometre of Guardian Angels Church. Barry was born at 
Dalby, but arrived at Southport as a three year old when his 
father was transferred to Southport with the Post Office. Barry 
started school at Star of the Sea in 1951 and remained there until 
1960 when he became a border at Maris Brothers Ashgrove to 
complete his secondary education. Barry recalls his time at Star 
of the Sea when all the classes were taught by Sisters of Mercy. 
Sister Mary Inez was in charge of the primary school for many 
years, with Sister Mary St Pascal in charge of secondary. 
Barry remembers when the Guardian Angels Church was being 
built and one of his class mates fell into one of the foundations 
which was full of rain water. He is still friends with one boy he 
started school with in 1951. They see each other regularly.  
Barry’s first job was as  an assistant in a Casket Agency, at Surfers 
Paradise ,owned by a chemist who owned a couple of 
pharmacies. Barry continued in his employ for the next forty 
three years, becoming his business manager. He says he has 
been happily unemployed since 2007. Barry met his wife 
Margaret in 1964 and they were married at Guardian Angels 
Church in 1966 by Fr Bill Taylor. As Margaret was not a Catholic, 
Fr Taylor was also responsible for their pre marital instruction. 
Barry recalls how Fr Taylor was often late for these meetings, as 
he had been fishing. Barry and Margaret have two children, both 
educated at Star of the Sea and Aquinas College. As well they 
have two grandchildren who attend Guardian Angels. 
Always one to be involved with the community, Barry joined 
Jaycees when he was twenty three. From there he became the  
inaugural treasurer of a steering committee to start the Gold 
Coast Police Citizens Youth Club. The club built its own premises 
in Monaco Street, Surfers Paradise where it has  gone from 
strength to strength. Barry was awarded Life membership of the 
club, of which he is very proud. He has also been an active 
member of the Southport Yacht Club since 1981. Serving on 
various committees over the years and treasurer for six. He was 
granted Life Membership of the Yacht club in 2004. Barry usually 
attends Mass at 7.00 am at Guardian Angels. For the past twelve 
months he has looked after the gardens and exterior of Guardian 
Angels Church. He says he feels privileged to be able to 
contribute in a small way to the parish where he has lived most 
of his life. 

WORTH A SMILE 
The priest told his congregation, “next week I plan to preach 
about the sin of lying. To help you understand my sermon, I want 
you all to read Mark 17” The following Sunday, as he prepared to 
deliver his sermon, the priest asked for a show of hands. He 
wanted to know how many had read Mark 17. 
Every hand went up. The priest smiled and said, “Mark has only 
sixteen chapters. I will now proceed with my sermon on the sin 
of lying. 
**************************************************** 
After a young couple brought their new baby home, the wife 
suggested that her husband should try his hand at changing 
nappies. “I’m busy” he said “I’ll do the next one.” The next time 
came around and she asked again. The husband narrowed his 
eyes as he looked at his wife. “I don’t mean the next nappy I 
mean the next baby.” 
 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR 
RECENTLY DECEASED: Indigo Palin (new born baby),  
Gloria O’Brian (sister of Eric Hodge), Rosaleen Rilley, 
Neville Taylor. 
ANNIVERSARIES: Michael Brennan, Blair McCormack,  
Victor Pittendrigh, Jack McCormack. 
ALL PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS WHO ARE SICK AND IN NEED: 
 Stanley Young, Ken Hunter, Ann Hamond, Jacinta Crohan, 
Angelina Tognella, Mary Coman, Maureen Tierney, Cathy McLean, 
Stephen Napper, Coral Graham, Agnes James, Helen Testa, Eilish 
Pickmere, Alma Kester, Patty Lobo, Pauline Morgan, Leta 
Stanaway, Anthony McDonald, Petra Tocco, Ricki Halloran, Rita 
Sizer,  Maureen Gough, Joanne Kelly, Angela Kogler,  Matt O’Brian 
Lord, grant your people your protection and grace. Give them 
health of mind and body, and love for one another. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 

FR MAC’S HEAVENLY PUDDINGS 
The Knights of the Southern Cross are again selling Fr Mac’s 
Heavenly Puddings at each of our  churches.   Price $14. 
Part of the proceeds will be donated to Angels’ Kitchen 

PARISH CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 
Tickets on sale from today at all Masses. 
             3 Great Prizes—Tickets $2 or 3 for $5  
Drawn Tuesday. December 22, 2009. Winners will be notifies. 
                        Proceeds to Angels’ Kitchen 

CARE AND CONCERN 

The monthly meeting of Care and Concern will be held on 
 Monday, November 16, at 11.00am in the Mary Immaculate 
meeting room. As this will be the last meeting for the year, 
your attendance would be appreciated. 

BAPTISMS 
This week we welcome into our parish family. 
HAZEL MURRAY daughter of Matthew and Simone Murray 
BAILEY MARTIN, son of Simon Hollindale and Prve Martin 
ARLEY MACDONALD, son of Glenn and Pauline Macdonald 
MAX PEATEY, son of Kerry Peatey and Rebecca Wilshire 
 

AQUINAS  COLLEGE P & F CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
The Parents and Friends of Aquinas College, extend a welcome to 
all our families for 2010. 
Parents are invited to attend a Lunch, at the College’s, Saniuqa 
Resturant, catered by Year 9 Hospitality Class. 
           Tuesday, November 24, 2009  12noon—1.00 pm 
As this will be subsided by the P & F the cost is only    $5 per head 
Come and meet other parents and enjoy the company of friends. 
         RSVP: for catering, by Thursday, November 19, 2009 
To:  Kim Davoren,   55946804     or   Alison Horner,   55971675 
 
 
 



 

 

All THE EARTH   (Lucien Deiss, CSSp) 
Refrain: 
All the earth proclaim the Lord, sing 
your praise to God. 
 
Serve you the Lord,  
heart filled with gladness. 
Come into his presence singing for joy! R. 
 
Know that the Lord is our creator. 
Yes, he is our Father; we are his own. R. 
 
We are the sheep of his green pasture. 
For we are his people; he is our God. R. 
 
Enter his gates bringing thanksgiving, 
O enter his courts while singing his 
praise. R. 
 
Our Lord is good, his love enduring. 
His word is abiding now with 
 us all. R. 
 
Honour and praise be to the Father, 
The Son and the Spirit,  
world without end. R. 

GLORY TO GOD  (Moderns) 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to 
his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
 almighty God and Father, 
We worship you, we give you thanks,  
We praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away 
the sin of the world. 
Have mercy on us; 
You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father,  Receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One.  You 
alone are the Lord. 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ. 
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 
the Father. Amen. 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Keep me safe, O God, you are my hope 

 
HYMNS Let me befriend you now;  

eat, take your fill. 
Share with your people,  
that love has its will. 
 
Take of my bread and eat,  
drink my new wine. 
Take of my life and live, branch of my vine. 
 
UBI CARITAS (J Berthier) 
Ubi caritas et amor.  Ubi caritas Deus ibiest 
Living charity and steadfast love. 
Living charity shows the heart of God. 
 
RECESSIONAL 
THOUGH THE MOUNTAINS MAY FALL 
Refrain 
Though the mountains may fall and the 
hills turn to dust, 
 yet the love of the Lord will stand  
as a shelter for all who will call on his 
name, Sing the praise and the glory of God. 
 
Could the Lord ever leave you? 
Could the Lord forget his love?  
Though a mother forsake her child,  
he will not abandon you. R 
 
Should you turn and forsake him,  
he will gently call your name.  
Should you wander away from him, 
he will always take you back. R 
 
Go to him when you’re weary; 
he will give you eagle’s wings. 
You will run, never tire,  
for your God will be your strength. R 
  
As he swore to your fathers,  
when the flood destroyed the land; 
 he will never forsake you;  
he will swear to you again. R 
 
  
COYPYRIGHT WORD OF LIFE    LICENCE 129/130 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia! 
The word of the Lord is alive, the Word of 
God is active it can judge our thoughts, 
bring us closer to the Father. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia 

GIFTS PROCESSION   
PRAYER OF ST FRANCIS (S. Temple) 
Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there is hatred let me bring you love; 
where there is injury, your pardon, Lord, 
and where there's doubt, true faith in you. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there's despair in life, 
let me bring hope, 
Where there is darkness, only light, 
and where there's sadness, ever joy. 
 
Oh, Master, grant that I may never seek 
so much to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love with all my soul. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace. 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
in giving to all men that we receive, 
and in dying that we're born to eternal life. 

COMMUNION SONGS 
OUR SUPPER INVITATION  (Kevin Bates) 
Take of my bread and eat,  
drink my new wine. 
Take of my life and live, branch of my vine. 
Let me befriend you now;  
eat, take your fill. 
Don’t be afraid to dream;  love has its will. 
 
Take up your burden now, 
 walk ‘til you find 
Just what the journey means;  
walk while there’s time. 
Food for the journey will answer your 
need. 
Don’t be afraid to walk;  
love, my love will lead. 
 
Take of my bread and eat,  
drink my new wine. 
Be a sweet nourishment to good friends of 
mine. 

NEXT SUNDAY’S  
                   READINGS 

Daniel 7:13-14 
Revelation 1: 5-8 

             John 18: 33-37 
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MAXôS MITRE 10 

Australia Fair, Pacific Fair. 


